The efficacy of divalproex for partial epilepsies.
Valproic acid has clear efficacy in the treatment of partial epilepsies. Its multiple mechanisms predicted its broad spectrum of efficacy and preclinical experimental data prompted its clinical use. Valproic acid's efficacy has been repeatedly demonstrated in clinical trials over the past 25 years. Its efficacy in the treatment of partial epilepsies is similar or better than both the traditional and new antiepileptic drugs. Its side effect profile is well known and manageable, especially with extended-release formulations.